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Pradhan Mantri Virasat ka Samvardhan
(PM VIKAS 2026-27)

(Skill Development Initiative Scheme of Ministry of Minority Affairs, Govt. of India)
Conducted by: Indian Institute of Technology Dharwad, Karnataka- 580011
Website: https://[pm-vikas.iitdh.ac.in/ , Email: pmvikas@iitdh.ac.in
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1. What is the full name of the Project ?

Ans. Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) 2026-27. Skill Development
Initiative Scheme of the Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India. The Project is
conducted by: Indian Institute of Technology Dharwad, Karnataka — 580011, Website:
https://pm-vikas.iitdh.ac.in/, Email: pmvikas@iitdh.ac.in and the last date for
submission of applications: 31 August 2026

Q2. What is PM VIKAS?

Ans : PM VIKAS (Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan) is a Skill Development
Initiative Scheme of the Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India, aimed at
providing skill development opportunities to eligible candidates from Minorities
community.

Q3. What course is being offered under PM VIKAS at lIT Dharwad?

Ans: IIT Dharwad is conducting a one-year residential skill development course in
Artificial Intelligence Technocrat (ICE/ITS/Q0201) under the PM VIKAS Scheme.

Q4. Who can apply for the course?

Ans: The following candidates belonging to Minorities community may apply:

¢ Graduates belonging to eligible Minority Communities.

e Candidates with basic knowledge of Al applications.

e Eligible ITI candidates, as specified under the programme requirements.

e Final-year Graduate students are also permitted to apply. However it is advisable
that they should complete their study and join the course. This is a job oriented
course and Government is very keen to see that every successful candidate (who
are qualified the exam after the one year study) is employed, there the applicants
has to take the course very seriously and the academic rigour will be high.

Q5. Which communities are eligible under the Minority category?

Ans: Candidates belonging to the following Minority Communities category and may

apply:

e Muslims

e Christians
e Sikhs

¢ Buddhists
e Parsis

e Jains

15% Students from EWS (Non-minority) can also apply.
33% students are reserved for women applications (only from Minorities)
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Q6. What is the age limit for applicants?

Ans: Applicants must be between 18 and 45 years of age, subject to the applicable PM
VIKAS Scheme guidelines.

Q7. Is the course residential?

Ans: Yes. The course is fully residential. Selected candidates will be provided residential
facilities, including boarding and lodging, free of cost.

Q8. What is the duration of the training?

Ans: The Artificial Intelligence Technocrat course is of one-year duration.

Q9. Is there any fee for the training?

Ans: No. The training will be provided free of cost to selected candidates, subject to the PM
VIKAS Scheme guidelines.

Q10. Will candidates receive a stipend during the training?

Ans : Yes. Selected candidates will receive a monthly stipend of 31,000, subject to the
applicable scheme guidelines.

Q11. How will the monthly stipend be paid?

Ans: The stipend will be transferred directly to the candidate's Aadhaar-linked bank
account through the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system, subject to fulfilment of the
applicable scheme conditions. Hence all applicant should provide the bank account
details where the stipend will be transferred.

Q12. Is there any financial support after placement?

Ans : Yes. Each successfully qualified candidate will receive post-placement support of
2,000 per month for two months or till they get placement (whichever is earlier), as per
the PM VIKAS Scheme guidelines.

Q13. Will candidates receive a certificate after completing the course?

Ans: Yes. Candidates who successfully complete the training and assessment will receive
a Government-recognized certification from the respective Sector Skill Council (SSC).

Q14. What facilities will IT Dharwad provide to selected candidates?

Ans: Selected candidates will receive the following facilities free of cost, subject to the
scheme guidelines:

e One-year training in Artificial Intelligence Technocrat.
e Residential accommodation.

e Boarding and lodging.

¢ Monthly stipend of 1,000 during training.



¢ Government-recognized certification upon successful completion of training and
assessment.
¢ Post-placement support, wherever applicable under the scheme.

Q15. Are seats reserved for women candidates?

Yes. A minimum of 33% of the seats are reserved for girl candidates belonging to minority
community (as defined above), as per the PM VIKAS Scheme guidelines.

Q16. Are candidates from Non-Minority Communities eligible?

Ans: The programme provides for 15% reservation for Economically Weaker Section (EWS)
candidates belonging to Non-Minority Communities, as per the PM VIKAS Scheme
guidelines.

Q17.How can | apply for the course?

Ans : Interested candidates can submit their applications online through the official lIT
Dharwad PM VIKAS website: https://pm-vikas.iitdh.ac.in/

Q18. What is the last date for submitting the application?

Ans: The last date for submission of applications is 31 August 2026. Candidates are
advised to complete their applications before the deadline.

Q19. Where can | obtain detailed information about the programme?

Ans: Detailed information regarding the training programme, eligibility requirements and
online application process is available on the official website: https://pm-vikas.iitdh.ac.in/

Q20. Whom can | contact for queries regarding the programme?

Ans: Candidates may contact the Project Co-ordinator, lIT Dharwad:
Email: pmvikas@iitdh.ac.in
Phone: +91-9343694741

Q21. Is the information in this FAQ subject to change?

Ans: Yes. Any revision or modification to the applicable norms, guidelines or provisions by
the Ministry of Minority Affairs (MoMA), Government of India, shall be implemented by IIT
Dharwad.

Q22. Willl get job after qualified the Al Technocrat exam after one year study ?

Ans: This is a job-oriented course designed to enhance the employability of candidates
upon successful completion of the one-year training programme. Both the Ministry of
Minority Affairs (MoMA) and the PM VIKAS Team at lIT Dharwad will make every possible
effort to facilitate suitable employment opportunities for successful candidates after
completion of the course.

As per the scheme provisions, 30% of the project cost will be retained by the Government
until all successful candidates are placed in employment, thereby ensuring continued
emphasis on the placement of trained candidates.
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Q23. What will be the medium of study ? Is it in English, Hindi or in local Kannada language ?
Ans: Only English.

Q24. Our state, do not provide any minority certificate. What shall | submit in lieu of minority
certificate ?

Ans: Kindly take a printout of the Self-Declaration of Minority Community Form on
a X10/- non-judicial stamp paper and have it duly notarized by a Notary Public. After
notarization, please scan the completed form and upload the scanned copy through the
online portal. The original notarized Self-Declaration Form must be submitted at the
time of admission. You are also required to attach a valid official document establishing
your minority community status, clearly indicating whether you belong to the Christian,
Buddhist, Parsi, Jain, Sikh, or Muslim community.

[ Rs. 10/- Stamp Paper]
SELF DECLARATION OF MINORITY COMMUNITY BY STUDENTS DECLARATION

I, , Son of Shri

resident of

(full address),

hereby declare that | belong to (community) which is a notified

Minority Community {Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis (Zoroastrians), and
Jains (added in January 2014} as per Section 2(C) of National Commission of Minorities
Act. 1992. Date: 24-06-2016. In support of my claim | am attaching my Secondary/ Higher
Secondary/ graduation certificate/ School ID/ College ID/ Panchayat certificate/
Municipality certificate or any other relevant certificate indicating my Minority status.
Place: ....coooviiviiiiiniiiiinnnns

(Signature of Candidate)

Name of Candidate: ------------------------

[ Duly Certified by Notary Public]

Q25. When the class will start
Ans: Middle of September 2026.
Q26. When the classes will end

Ans: End of July 2027




Q27. Will there be an final examination at the end of the course ?

Ans : Yes. The examination will be conducted by the ministry (MoMA) nominated
Government Agnecy. The Agency will provide certificate to the qualifiers.

Q28. How will you shortlisting of candidates based on the application submitted.

Ans : Shortlisting will be done by the institute level committee as per the
guidelines of the Ministry i.e. MOMA. All completed forms with relevant
documents will be examined by the committee.



